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Jack Markell Lays Out Plans to Help Hispanics Thrive in Delaware  

Democratic candidate for governorôs policies will close achievement gap, increase number of 

students attending college and help Hispanic-owned businesses grow and create jobs 

 

GEORGETOWN ï State Treasurer Jack Markell unveiled today a platform for supporting the 

growing Hispanic community in the state. Markellôs platform includes many of the detailed 

proposals he has unveiled to take Delaware in a new direction, and will  specifically address 

challenges facing Delawareôs Hispanic population. Markellôs platform covers the areas of 

education, healthcare and economic development. 

 

ñDelawareôs Hispanic population is increasing faster than any other ethnic group, and weôre 

fortunate to have such a vibrant culture in our state,ò Markell said during a news conference at 

the La Esperanza Community Center in Georgetown. ñUnfortunately, state government is not 

doing enough to help all Delawareans -- including our Hispanic population. We must enact 

universal health care coverage so everyone has insurance now, and we must improve our schools 

and our economic climate. Those changes will benefit all Delawareans.ò  

 

Markellôs plan for universal healthcare is the only one proposed in this campaign that will ensure 

that every Delawarean will gain access to quality affordable healthcare now, not a long time 

down the road. Universal healthcare is the best measure that can be taken to help build a healthy 

workforce, enable workers to start their own businesses, and to eliminate health disparities 

between difference races and ethnic groups.  

 

The achievement gap separating Hispanic students and other students must be closed, Markell 

said. A ñhigher education gapò also exists between Hispanics and other students, Markell said, 

citing a report from the Education Trust that shows that the number of Hispanic students going to 

colleges and universities has not increased over the past two decades. 

 

Hispanic students were significantly more likely to drop out of high school during the 2006-07 

school year than other students, and nearly twice as likely to drop out than white students.  

 



Delawareôs graduation rate for minorities is only 50 percent, compared with 65 percent for all 

students ï both of which are unacceptably low, Markell said. In many cases, Hispanics students 

score well below the state average on the DSTP, especially in 9
th
 and 10

th
 grades. The test results 

do not come back quick enough to allow teachers to focus on material students are having 

difficulty comprehending. 

 

ñThe Minner-Carney administration should have listened to teachers, parents and students and 

scrapped the test years ago,ò Mr. Markell said. ñInstead my opponent claimed specifically that it 

was an accomplishment early in his career as Lieutenant Governor that he was a partner in 

implementing the DSTP -- a test that profits the makers of the test instead of helping the takers of 

the test.ò 

 

Specifically, Markellôs plans would fight the achievement gap by: 

 

¶ Scrapping the DSTP: The tests frustrate parents and teachers, and do not help students 

because the scores come back after the school year ends. Hispanic students score lower 

on the DSTP than the state averageðwell below in some casesðand would benefit 

immensely from switching to a testing system that will provide feedback throughout the 

school year to help teachers give students the help they need.  

 

¶ Addressing Poverty: Markell has released a detailed plan to help Delawareans lift 

themselves into prosperity. The educational outcome for some children is largely 

preordained before they even set foot inside a classroom for the very first time:  poverty 

and its attendant challenges ensure that too many children arrive at school unprepared to 

learn and often lacking other resources, such as parental time and attention or even a safe, 

quiet place to study.   

 

¶ Expanding early childhood education opportunities: Markell has proposed increasing 

state funding for early childhood programs, especially those for children in the critical 

first three years of life. He has proposed offering full day kindergarten and lowering 

student-teacher ratios in elementary school. 

 

¶ Offering additional learning time: Markell has proposed increasing after-school 

enrichment opportunities for those who need it the most. He will also work hard to 

restore the funding for these programs that was cut from the state budget this year.  

 

In February, Markell released a plan to make higher education more accessible in Delaware, 

which includes:  

 

¶ Building on the success of the SEED scholarship: As governor, Markell will 

create a new program to cover four-year college degrees instead of just two-year 

programs.  The 2006 national Measuring Up higher education report card gives 



Delaware an F for college affordability: In the past decade, state college aid per 

student has decreased 37%, from $62 to $39.   

 

¶ Increase need-based financial aid: Other states devote more of state resources to 

need-based financial aid. Delaware is also lagging far behind other states when it 

comes to need-based financial aid. That inequity must be addressed.  

 

¶ Improve college readiness: Delaware should increase the use of simple tools 

such as covering the PSAT/SAT fees for students to motivate all of our children 

to stay in school, to strive for college, to believe that they can be successful in 

college, and to hone the skills that can make them so. 

 

Delawareôs economic slowdown has also hurt Hispanics. Not only has Delaware dropped to 

nearly last in new business creation under the Minner-Carney administration, but in June, the 

federal Bureau of Economic Analysis pointed to Delaware as one of just three states where the 

economy contracted in 2007 -- ranking it dead last.   

 

Markell, a former Nextel executive, has released a comprehensive plan to help all industries 

grow and create 25,000 high-wage jobs in his first term.   

 

ñDelawareôs economy and, as a result, Delawareans, have suffered over the last eight years,ò 

Markell said. ñDelawareans are, on average, earning less than they did two years ago when you 

factor in inflation ï we must go in a new direction. We canôt keep doing the same things and 

expect the economy to be better. We have to take bold steps to get our economy thriving again. 

More task forces and commissions wonôt get the job done.ò  

 

Specifics of Markellôs Turning Ideas into Meaningful Employment plan include: 

 

¶ Promoting economic development in rural Delaware by making targeted investments 

designed to create new jobs in rural areas; complementing the stateôs strength in biotech 

with its heritage in agriculture; helping diversify some of our agricultural production 

towards specialty niche markets; and looking to create high tech opportunities in rural 

Delaware through a focus on the deployment of broadband infrastructure. 

 

¶ Fostering entrepreneurship and ñGrowing Our Ownò by: integrating entrepreneurship 

into economic development; using the education system to nurture future entrepreneurs; 

facilitating the incubation of entrepreneurial companies and helping secure investment 

capital. 

 

¶ Leveraging the strength of Delawareôs academic institutions as economic engines while 

maintaining the institutionsô primary areas of focus on teaching and scholarship.  He will 

provide targeted funds to lever federal and corporate research grants and will encourage 

the formation of a university venture fund. 

 



¶ Turning some of todayôs global economic challenges into opportunities by promoting 

exports for Delaware companies; by building on the stateôs partnership with the Ex-Im 

Bank of the United States, thereby opening up markets for trade and broadening 

Delawareôs appeal internationally. 

  

Another area where Markellôs administration will make an immediate impact will be the amount 

of state contracts awarded to minority-owned small businesses. Less than one half of 1 percent of 

the $1.76 billion the state spent on contractual services in 2006 went to minority-owned 

businesses.  

As governor, Markell will pursue policies to ensure the state increases the opportunities 

minority-owned businesses have to bid on state contracts. In Arizona, for example, agencies are 

required to solicit bids from minority-owned businesses for certain contracts. 

 

ñDelaware has 900 Hispanic-owned businesses, and they deserve every opportunity to compete 

for state business,ò Markell said. ñOther states have figured this out, but Delaware is lagging 

behind. I will focus like a laser from Day One on growing our economy.ò  
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