AREERT AR WL ATING

Dear Supporter of the National Museum of the American Latino,

We are excited to announce that today, the United States Senate passed the Public Lands Omnibus bill,
H.R. 2739, a package of house passed bills, which included S. 500/H.R. 512, the National Museum: of the
American Latino Community Commission Act of 2007 among others. Please view the statements made by
sponsoring Members below. We are excited and look forward to continue working with you all in making
this dream a reality for Latinos in the U.S. For more information, please contact Estuardo Rodriguez at
202-463-4806 or via email at estuardo@rabengroup.com or the Membet’s offices mentioned below.

Thank you!

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACTS: Stephanie Valencia (Salazar) — (202) 494-8791
Thursday, April 10, 2008 Afshin Mohamadi (Menendez) — (202) 224-4744

Jessica Garcia (Martinez) — (202) 228-5113

UPDATE: Senate Passes Latino Museum Bill/

National Latino Museum Major Step Closer to Reality

WASHI NGTON, DC - Today, the United States Senate passed a bipartisan bill to make the vision of a

National Museum of the American Latino a reality. The Commission to Study  the Potential Creation of the National
Museum of American Latino Act of 2007 (S.500/H.R. 512), sponsored by Senator Ken Salazar (D -CO)and co -
sponsored by Senators Robert Menendez (D -NJ) and Mel Martinez (R -FL), would establisha 23  -member

commission to st udy the potential creation of a national museum in Washington, DC dedicated to the art, culture,
and history of Hispanic Americans. The bill passed by voice vote in the House of Representatives on February 6,
2007. After todayo6s Senat eurnpodhe Blause éor procedunal apbdrovat amd will then be sent to the


http://mail.delawarehispanic.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=502ea0875c43936c2b32e774d1974280d8c1748e&composeto=estuardo@rabengroup.com&composecc=&subject=&body=

White House for President Bushdéds signature.

il believe we must celebrate the diversi
part of American history. They have contributed to nearly every facet of our culture
including the arts, business, and seidvVved
Senator Salazar(D -CO).AThi s bill would take the first step in commemo
American | ife. The end result will be a more enhanced telcamthe i
full history of America. o

AThis 1 s a g shewaasingsht lasforical acevemehts of Latino Americans in
a nat. Onalsaidséﬁhtd)rﬁlaﬁnéi.mﬁL(‘)tinos have been integral contri
Nationés inception and a national museum is a fitting way ¢t

tool in teaching future generations about their diverse cultural history and how Latino Americans have
shaped our nation. o

AWith this recognition, we are acknowl ed

without the contributions of Latino people, &id Senator Menendez. iThe National Muse:t

American Latino Community will further acknowledge that Latino culture, dreams and advancements
are not outside, but within the very fabric of American |if

ATo my friends, Senlarado, Bab M&nendez b el desey, and Mél
Martinez of Florida, this effort would be nowhere if not for your passion and your dogged

drive to see to it that t hrépSaverlBeterhta -f1)@ndHasime
author of the Commi  ssion to Study the Potential Creation of a National Museum of American Latino Act, said.

AwWhat was once a dream is now a reality, and it is my hope
that we can immediately form the commission and subsequently m ove forward to complete our

American cultural mosaic.o

The bill sets up a 23-member commission charged with producing three things: one, a national
conference to bring stakeholders, experts, policymakers and other interested parties together to
discussthemuseum’s viability,; two, a f umdvateai s
partnership; and three, a report to congress detailing a recommended plan of action on how to
move forward with taking the museum from concept to reality. All of this will happen within 24
months of the bill being signed into law.



